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Monographic studies on Anthostomella and related genera have yielded an interesting taxon
having immersed, obpyriform ascomata with a central ostiole. The ascospores are relatively
large, olivaceous, with conspicuous spiral wall ornamentations, and are surrounded by a
hyaline mucilaginous sheath. At the transmission electron microscopic level, the ascospore
wall comprises a thin, electron-dense episporium and a thick, electron-transparent
mesosporium, with verrucose ornamentations arising from the episporium. The sheath
surrounding the ascospores comprises fibrillar material. The subapical ring observed in the
ascus is typically xylariaceous. Spirodecospora gen. nov., with one species, S. bambusicola, is
described, and compared with other genera in the Xylariaceae.

Introduction

Monographic studies of species of Anthostomella Sacc. and related genera
have revealed an interesting taxon from bamboo in Hong Kong. Ascospores
were relatively large and olivaceous, surrounded by conspicuous spiral wall
ornamentations, and a hyaline mucilaginous sheath. The taxon could not be
suitably placed in Anthostomella or related genera. Spirodecospora B.S. Lu,
K.D. Hyde and W.H. Ho gen. nov. is therefore introduced to accommodate this
taxon with S. bambusicola B.S. Lu, K.D. Hyde and W.H. Ho as the type and
only known species.

Materials and methods

Bamboo samples were collected from Victoria Peak in Hong Kong and
returned to the laboratory, where they were incubated in plastic boxes, lined
with moistened tissue, and periodically examined for fungi.

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) preparation
An ascospore suspension was prepared and pipetted onto a polycarbonate
membrane and the ascospores were allowed to settle for 10 min. The membrane
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