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Koorchaloma novojournalis sp. nov. is described and illustrated based on a specimen collected
on decaying petioles of Arenga engleri in Hong Kong. It differs from other described species
of Koorchaloma in having larger conidia with mucoid appendages at both ends and in haying
distinct conidiophores. Koorchaloma novojournalis is compared with all other species of
Koorchaloma.

Introduction

Koorchaloma Subramanian (1953) was erected based on K. madreeya
Subram., the type species. This genus is characterized by sporodochioid to
acervular conidiomata, with interspersed setae, and fusiform conidia which bear
mucoid appendages at both ends or only at the apex (Nag Raj, 1984, 1992). A
similar genus, Koorchalomella Chona, is closely related to Koorchaloma, but
differs by the absence of setae (Nag Raj, 1984). The genus Koorchaloma has
been reviewed by Nag Raj (1984) who included five species, namely K.
bambusae Nag Raj, K. jamaicense Nag Raj, K. madreeya Subram., K.
occidentale Nag Raj, and K. okamurae Hino and Katum. (Hino, 1961; Nag Raj,
1984).

We are studying the fungi occurring on tropical palm species and have
described several species new to science (Goh and Hyde, 1996; Hyde and
Frohlich, 1997; Yanna, Hyde and Frohlich, 1997; Yanna, Hyde and Goh, 1998),
we identified an undescribed species of Koorchaloma on the petioles of Arenga
engleri Becc. from Hong Kong. Our species differs from all other species of
Koorchaloma (Nag Raj, 1992) in having distinct conidiophores, and larger
conidia which bear mucoid appendages at both apical and basal ends. It is
therefore described as a new species in this paper.
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